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REMARKS 

Please enter this amendment before consideration on the merits. A Notice of 

Allowability is earnestly solicited. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the 
current amendment. The attached page is captioned " Version with marWnffS to show 
changes made." 

Respectfully submitted, 

BRUCE G. MACGREGOR ET AL. 

By: Price, Heneveld, Cooper, 
DeWitt & Litton 




Dat e Daniel L. Girdwood 

Registration No. 34 827 
695 Kenmoor, S.E. 
Post Office Box 2567 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49501 

DLG/dlc (616) 949-9610 
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yrasTON WTTH ty f AttKTNCl TO SHOW CHANGES MAPE 



Tn the Claims: 

Claims 23, 24, and 38 have been amended, and new claim 64 has been added, as follows: 

-1- 

A freestanding partition panel for dividing a floor space, comprising: 
a rigid partition frame having horizontally spaced apart vertical side frame members 
and vertically spaced apart first and second horizontal members extending between said 
vertical side frame members to form a generally quadrilateral vertically enlarged opening 
through said frame and defining an open space within said panel; 

at least one intermediate horizontal cross member extending across said vertically 
enlarged opening and defining an upper opening through said frame above said intermediate 
horizontal cross member, and defining a lower opening through said frame below said 
intermediate horizontal cross member; 

said intermediate horizontal cross member and at least a selected one of said first and 
second horizontal frame members including a plurality of horizontally spaced apart attachment 
locations defining a plurality of discrete, serially adjacent mounting spaces in a selected one of 
said upper and lower openings through said frame within said open space; 

a modular appliance unit connectable to selected ones of said attachment locations of 
said intermediate horizontal cross member and said selected one of said first and second 
horizontal members, such that said utility unit can be mounted in a selected one of said 
mounting spaces, said appliance unit having a side edge spaced apart from a selected one of 
said vertical side frame members; 

a first cover panel secured to said partition frame and extending horizontally between 
said side edge of said appliance unit and said selected vertical side frame member, said first 
cover panel connected to said intermediate horizontal cross member and extending vertically 
between said intermediate horizontal cross member and said selected one of said first and 
second members; and 
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a second cover panel secured to said partition frame and extending horizontally 
between said vertical side frame members, said second cover panel extending vertically 
between said intermediate horizontal cross member and the other of said selected one of said 
first and second members. 

-2- 

The partition panel of claim 1, wherein: 

said first horizontal member extends proximate an upper edge of said partition panel. 

-3- 

The partition panel of claim 2, wherein: 

said second horizontal member extends proximate a lower edge of said partition panel. 

-4- 

The partition panel of claim 1, wherein: 

said intermediate horizontal cross member comprises a first intermediate horizontal 
cross member; and including: 

an upper horizontal frame member extending between and rigidly interconnecting said 
vertical side frame members, said first horizontal frame members including said plurality of 
horizontally spaced apart attachment locations and positioned below said upper horizontal 
frame member to define a second intermediate horizontal cross member, such that said 
mounting spaces are defined between said first and second intermediate horizontal cross 
members. 

-5- 

The partition panel of claim 1, including: 

a cover panel mounting bracket connected to said intermediate horizontal cross member 
and to said selected one of said first and second horizontal frame members proximate said side 
edge of said appliance unit, said first cover panel having a vertical side edge of said appliance 
unit, said first cover panel including a connector proximate said vertical side edge secured to 
said cover panel mounting bracket. 
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-6- 

The partition panel of claim 1, wherein: 

said appliance unit comprises a power unit having a power receptacle outlet. 

-7- 

The partition panel of claim 1, wherein: 

said appliance unit comprises a storage unit having vertically extending side walls and 
horizontally extending upper and lower walls defining an interior space, said storage unit 
further including a horizontal shelf extending between said vertical side walls. 

-8- 

The partition panel of claim 7, wherein: 

said first and second cover panels have an exterior surface defining a vertical plane; 
said horizontal shelf having an inner portion disposed within said interior space, and 
having an exterior portion extending horizontally outward of said vertical plane. 

-9- 

The partition panel of claim 1 , wherein: 

said attachment locations comprise threaded openings; 

said appliance unit has a generally quadrilateral perimeter defining four corners; and 
including: 

at least one threaded fastener proximate each corner received in said threaded openings 
to secure said appliance unit to said partition frame. 



A freestanding partition panel for dividing a floor space, comprising: 

a rigid partition frame having first and second horizontally spaced apart vertical side 

frame members, and elongated vertically spaced apart first and second horizontal members 

extending between said vertical side frame members to define an open space within said panel; 
said first and second horizontal members including a plurality of horizontally spaced 

apart attachment locations defining a plurality of discrete, serially adjacent mounting spaces 

within said open space; 



-10- 
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a modular appliance unit connectable to selected ones of said attachment locations of 
said first and second horizontal members and extending vertically between said first and 
second horizontal members; said appliance unit defining a generally vertical side edge 
horizontally spaced apart from said first vertical side frame member to define a gap 
therebetween; and 

a cover panel secured to said partition frame, said cover panel having a first vertical 
side edge proximate said vertical side edge of said appliance unit, and a second vertical side 
edge proximate said first vertical side frame member, said cover panel secured to said first and 
second horizontal members and extending therebetween to substantially close off said gap. 

-11- 

The partition panel of claim 10, including: 

a cover panel bracket secured to said first and second horizontal members and 
extending therebetween proximate said vertical side edge of said appliance unit; 

said cover panel including at least one connector proximate said first vertical side edge 
of said cover panel securing said cover panel to said cover panel bracket. 

-12- 

The partition panel of claim 11, wherein: 

said attachment locations comprise threaded openings; and including: 
a plurality of threaded fasteners securing said appliance unit and said cover panel 
bracket to said thread openings. 

-13- 

The partition panel of claim 1 1 , wherein: 

said cover panel includes at least one opening; and 

said at least one connector comprises a clip received in said opening to secure said 
cover panel to said cover panel bracket. 

-14- 

The partition panel of claim 10, wherein: 
said cover panel comprises a first cover panel; 
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said gap comprises a first gap; 

said vertical side edge of said appliance unit comprises a first vertical side edge; 

said appliance unit having a second vertical side edge horizontally spaced from said 
second vertical side frame member to define a second gap therebetween; and 

a second cover panel secured to said partition frame and substantially closing off said 
second gap. 

-15- 

The partition panel of claim 10, including: 

an upper horizontal frame member extending between and rigidly interconnecting said 
vertical side frame members, said upper horizontal frame member vertically spaced above a 
selected one of said first and second horizontal members to define an upper gap; 

a lower horizontal frame member extending between and rigidly interconnecting said 
vertical side frame members, said lower horizontal frame member vertically spaced below the 
other one of said first and second horizontal members to define a lower gap; 

an upper cover panel secured to said partition frame and closing off said upper gap; 

and 

a lower cover panel secured to said partition frame and closing off said lower gap. 

-16- 

The partition panel of claim 15, wherein: 

said vertical side frame members, first and second horizontal members, and upper and 
lower horizontal frame members have a plurality of openings; 

said upper and lower cover panels each including protruding connectors received in 
said openings to secure said upper and lower cover panels to said partition frame. 

-17- 

The partition panel of claim 10, wherein: 

said appliance unit comprises a power unit having a power receptacle outlet. 
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-18- 

The partition panel of claim 10, wherein: 

said appliance unit comprises a storage unit having vertically extending side walls and 
horizontally extending upper and lower walls defining an interior space, said storage unit 
further including a horizontal shelf extending between said vertical side walls. 

-19- 

The partition panel of claim 18, wherein: 

said first and second cover panels have an exterior surface defining a vertical plane; 
said horizontal shelf having an inner portion disposed within said interior space, and 
having an exterior portion extending horizontally outward of said vertical plane. 

-20- 

A method of configuring a partition panel, comprising: 

providing a freestanding partition frame defining horizontally spaced apart vertical side 
faces and an interior space between said vertical side faces, said partition frame having first 
and second generally vertical side edges that are horizontally spaced apart to define a frame 
width, said partition frame having generally horizontal upper and lower edges defining a 
generally quadrilateral perimeter with said vertical side edges; 

dividing at least a portion of said interior space into a plurality of serially adjacent 
mounting spaces defining a horizontal row, said mounting spaces each having substantially the 
same size and configuration; 

providing a plurality of modular appliance units, each configured to be mounted into a 
selected one of said mounting spaces at a selected horizontal position and having an exterior 
side surface that faces outwardly, a generally vertical side edge and generally horizontal upper 
and lower side edges defining a height; 

securing said appliance unit to said portion frame in a selected one of said mounting 
spaces at a selected horizontal position with said vertical side edge of said appliance unit 
spaced inwardly from said first vertical side edge of said partition frame to form a first gap 
defining a width that is substantially less than said frame width, said upper side edge of said 
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appliance unit spaced downwardly from said upper edge of said partition frame to form an 
upper gap having a width about the same as said frame width, said lower side edge of said 
utility unit spaced upwardly from said lower edge of said partition frame to form a lower gap 
having a width about the same as said frame width; 

providing a first cover panel having a width substantially equal to said first gap, and a 
height substantially the same as the height of said utility unit; 

installing said first cover panel to said partition frame to substantially close off said 
first gap; 

installing an upper cover panel to substantially close off said upper gap; and 
installing a lower cover panel to substantially close off said lower gap. 

-21- 

The method of claim 20, wherein: 

at least one of said appliance units includes a power receptacle, and at least one 
appliance unit includes a shelf. 

-22- 

The method of claim 20, wherein: 

said vertical side edge of said appliance unit comprises a first vertical side edge, said 
appliance unit having a second generally vertical side edge; 

said second vertical side edge spaced apart from said second vertical side edge of said 

partition frame to define a second gap; and including: 

providing a second cover panel having width substantially equal to the height of said 
utility unit. 

-23- (Amended) 

[A] An apparatus for mounting a flat display screen [for mounting to partitions] to a 
support structure, such as a surface of a wall or partition , comprising: 
[a flat display screen adapted to provide images;] 

first and second support arms, each having first and second links pivotably 
interconnected, each first link having an end adapted to be pivotably mounted to [a partition] 
the support structure for pivoting about a substantially vertical axis, each second link having 
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an end adapted to be pivotably connected to said display screen, said first and second support 
arms being constructed for supporting said display screen for [at least partially] horizontal 
movement between a stored position and a use position. 

-24- (Amended) 

The [flat display screen] apparatus of claim 23, including the flat display screen, and 
wherein: 

said flat display screen [pivots] is pivotallv connected to said first and second support 
arms to pivot about a horizontal axis to provide tilt adjustment. 

-25- 

A freestanding partition panel for subdividing the floor space of a building interior, 
said partition panel comprising: 

a plurality of interconnected structural members defining a partition frame configured 
to be supported on a floor surface, said partition panel having first and second major exterior 
surfaces disposed on opposite sides of said panel; 

a first support member attached to said frame, said first support member attachable to 
said frame at a plurality of vertically spaced apart support member positions and wherein said 
first support member is disposed substantially between said first and second major exterior 
surfaces when attached in said plurality of support member positions; 

at least one cover panel defining a first portion of said major exterior surface and 
having a generally quadrilateral perimeter defining a cover panel height; and 

an appliance unit mounted on said partition panel and secured to said first support 
member, said appliance unit defining a second portion of said first major exterior surface, said 
second portion having a perimeter defining an appliance unit height, said perimeters being 
mutually adjacently positioned for a partial vertical length of said outermost perimeter, said 
cover panel height and said appliance unit height being substantially equal, said appliance unit 
being securable to said first support member at a plurality of horizontally spaced appliance 
positions on said first support member and wherein said appliance unit is mountable at a 
plurality of horizontally and vertically spaced apart installation positions on said partition 
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panel, said appliance unit being vertically repositionable by vertically repositioning said first 
support member, and said appliance unit being horizontally repositionable by repositioning 
said appliance on said first support member. 

-26- 

The partition panel of claim 25, wherein: 

said appliance unit is directly secured to both said frame and said first support member. 

-27- 

The partition panel of claim 25, further comprising: 

a repositionable second support member and wherein said appliance unit is secured to 
each of said first and second support members. 

-28- 

The partition panel of claim 25, wherein: 

said first support member is an elongate member having opposite ends attachable to 
said frame proximate said support member positions, said plurality of appliance positions 
being spaced between said first and second ends. 

-29- 

The partition panel of claim 28, wherein: 

said frame defines a rectilinear shape and said first support member is positioned 
parallel to at least one edge of said rectilinear shape. 

-30- 

The partition panel of claim 29, wherein: 

said appliance unit is directly secured to both said first support member and said frame 
and is positioned between said first support member and said frame. 

-31- 

The partition panel of claim 29, further comprising: 

a second support member extending parallel to said first support member, said 
appliance unit being securable to said second support member and wherein said appliance unit 
is positioned between said first and second support members. 



Applicants : Bruce G. MacGregor et al. 
Appln. No. : 10/076,709 
Page : 29 

-32- 

The partition panel of claim 25, further comprising: 
a second cover panel defining at least a portion of said first major surface. 

-33- 

The partition panel of claim 25, further comprising: 

a vertically repositionable second support member extending parallel to said support 
member, said support members subdividing said first major surface into a plurality of vertical 
segments, each of said vertical segments having a vertical dimension substantially equivalent to 
a selected one of said common vertical dimension and a multiple of said common vertical 
dimension. 

-34- 

The partition panel of claim 33, further comprising: 
a second cover panel defining at least a portion of said first major surface. 

-35- 

The partition panel of claim 29, further comprising: 

a second repositionable support member extending parallel to said first support 
member, said appliance being securable to said second support member and wherein said 
appliance unit is positioned between said first and second support members, said first and 
second support members being positioned inwardly from said parallel edges; and 

said partition panel further comprising a second cover member defining a portion of 
said first major surface and wherein said first and second cover members are respectively 
secured to said first and second support members and are positioned on opposite sides of said 
appliance unit. 

-36- 

The partition panel of claim 25, wherein: 

said appliance unit comprises an articulating support arm for a flat screen display. 
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-37- 

The partition panel of claim 25, further comprising: 

a second appliance unit, said second appliance unit defining a portion of said second 
major exterior surface and wherein said panel interior is divisible by a centerline plane and 
comprises a first half located between said centerline plane and said first major exterior 
surface and a second half located between said centerline plane and said second major exterior 
surface and wherein each of said appliances is configured to be disposed within only one of 
said panel interior halves whereby said appliances are positionable directly opposite each 
other. 

-38- (Amended) 

A freestanding partition panel for subdividing the floor space of a building interior, 
said partition panel comprising: 

a plurality of interconnected structural members defining a partition frame adapted to 
be supported freestanding on a floor surface, said partition panel having first and second major 
exterior surfaces disposed on opposite sides of said panel and defining a panel interior between 
said first and second major surfaces; 

an electrical power distribution module mounted in said panel partition, said module 
defining at least a portion of said first major surface, said module having a plurality of 
electrical power receptacles disposed in said panel interior, said module defining an access 
opening wherein said receptacles are accessible from a position exterior of said panel through 
said access opening; 

an electrical appliance mounted to said panel and defining a portion of said first major 
surface, said electrical appliance being at least partially disposed within said panel interior and 
having a flexible cable extending therefrom, said cable entirely positioned [with] within said 
panel interior and operatively connected to one of said electrical power receptacles, said 
electrical appliance being repositionably attachable to said panel partition wherein said 
electrical appliance can be repositioned on said panel and said flexible cable can be 
repositioned within said panel interior. 
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-39- 

The partition panel of claim 38, wherein: 

said electrical power module further comprises a plurality of telecommunication ports 
accessible from a position exterior of said panel. 

-40- 

The partition panel of claim 38, further comprising: 

a horizontally positioned worksurface attached to said panel whereby an electrical 
device may be positioned on said worksurface and operatively connected to one of said power 
receptacles. 

-41- 

The partition panel of claim 38, wherein: 

said electrical power module further comprises a repositionable closure member, said 
closure member having a closed position in which said closure member both substantially 
covers said access opening and permits cables to be routed through said access opening from a 
position exterior of said panel to said receptacles. 

-42- 

The partition panel of claim 41, wherein: 

said electrical power module further comprises a plurality of telecommunication ports 
accessible from a position exterior of said panel. 

-43- 

The partition panel of claim 38, further comprising: 

a second electrical appliance, said second appliance defining a portion of said second 
major exterior surface and wherein said panel interior is divisible by a centerline plane and 
comprises a first half located between said centerline plane and said first major exterior 
surface and a second half located between said centerline plane and said second major exterior 
surface and wherein each of said appliances is configured to be disposed within only one of 
said panel interior halves whereby said appliances are positionable directly opposite each 
other. 
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-44- 

A freestanding panel system for subdividing the floor space of a building interior, said 
partition panel system comprising: 

a plurality of freestanding interconnected partition panels defining a workstation, a first 
one of said partition panels including an electrical power system; 

each of said partition panels comprising a plurality of structural members defining a 
partition frame, each of said panels having first and second major exterior surfaces disposed 
on opposite sides of said panels and defining a panel interior therebetween; 

a plurality of removable cover members attached to said partition panels defining first 
portions of said major exterior surfaces; and 

a plurality of modular inserts repositionably attached to at least two of said structural 
members of said partition frames, said modular inserts defining second portions of said major 
exterior surfaces, each of said modular inserts comprising an electrical appliance unit wherein 
said electrical appliance is at least partially disposed within said panel interior, each of said 
modular inserts being attachable to a selected one of said panels at a plurality of different 
vertical positions and at a plurality of different horizontal positions. 

-45- 

The partition panel system of claim 44, wherein: 

a first one of said modular inserts further comprises a flexible cable disposed within a 
first one of said panel interiors and operatively connecting said electrical appliance of said first 
modular insert to said electrical power system. 

-46- 

The partition panel system of claim 44, wherein: 

said plurality of structural members of each of said partition panels define a rectilinear 
frame and a first one of said partition panels further includes a repositionably attachable 
elongate first support member extending parallel to one of said structural members of said first 
panel partition, said modular inserts being securable to said support member. 
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-47- 

The partition panel system of claim 46, wherein: 

at least one of said modular inserts is directly secured to both said first support member 
and said frame and is positioned between said first support member and said frame. 

-48- 

The partition panel system of claim 46, further comprising: 

a second support member extending parallel to said first support member, and at least 
one of said modular inserts is secured to said first and second support members and wherein 
said at least one modular insert is positioned between said first and second support members. 

-49- 

The partition panel system of claim 48, wherein: 

said first and second support members extend horizontally and at least one of said 
cover members is positioned between said first and second support members and horizontally 
adjacent said at least one modular insert. 

-50- 

The partition panel system of claim 44, wherein: 

said panel interiors are divisible by a centerline plane and comprise a first half located 
between said centerline plane and said first major exterior surface and a second half located 
between said centerline plane and said second major exterior surface and wherein each of said 
modular inserts is configured to be disposed within only one of said panel interior halves 
whereby said modular inserts are positionable directly opposite each other on a selected one of 
said panels. 

-51- 

A system of repositionable freestanding partition panels for subdividing the floor space 
of a building interior, said system comprising: 

a plurality of interconnected partition panels, each of said partition panels including a 
plurality of interconnected load bearing members and having first and second major exterior 
surfaces disposed on opposite sides of said panels, said first and second major surfaces 
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defining a panel interior therebetween of each said panel, and a removable cover member 
defining at least a portion of each of said first major surfaces; 

at least one attachment location defined by said load bearing members, said load 
bearing members being configurable to define said attachment location at a selected one of a 
plurality of vertical positions and at a selected one of a plurality of lateral positions; 

a plurality of modular electrical appliance units, each of said appliance units having an 
attachment interface which is supportingly engageable with said attachment location wherein a 
selected one of said appliance units is attached to said partition panel at a selected vertical and 
lateral position, said selected appliance unit defining a portion of said first major surface when 
mounted at said selected vertical and lateral position and a flexible cable routed within said 
panel interior operatively connecting said selected appliance unit to a source of electrical 
current. 



The system of claim 51, wherein: 

said panel interiors are divisible by a centerline plane and comprise a first half located 
between said centerline plane and said first major exterior surface and a second half located 
between said centerline plane and said second major exterior surface and wherein each of said 
modular electrical appliance units is configured to be disposed within only one of said panel 
interior halves whereby said appliance units are positionable directly opposite each other on a 
selected one of said panels. 



A freestanding partition panel for subdividing the floor space of a building interior, 
said partition panel comprising: 

a plurality of interconnected structural members defining a frame of said partition 
panel, said partition panel having first and second major exterior surfaces disposed on opposite 
sides of said panel and defining a panel interior therebetween; 

a repositionable first support member attached to said frame, said first support member 
attachable to said frame at a plurality of support member positions spaced apart in a first 



-52- 



-53- 
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direction and wherein said first support member is disposed substantially between said first 
and second major surfaces when attached in said plurality of support member positions; 

a cover panel support bracket detachably secured to said first support member and 
extending in said first direction; 

an appliance unit mounted on said partition panel and secured to said first support 
member, said appliance defining a portion of said first major surface; 

at least one cover member mounted on said partition panel and secured to said cover 
panel support bracket, said cover member defining at least a portion of said first major surface 
and positioned adjacent said appliance, said cover member overlaying a portion of said cover 
panel support bracket, wherein said cover member and said appliance unit define a common 
edge therebetween, said common edge extending in said first direction and at least one end of 
said common edge terminating at a point located on said first major surface inwardly of said 
structural members, said cover panel support bracket extending along substantially a full 
length of said common edge. 



The partition panel of claim 53, wherein: 

said plurality of interconnected structural members define a rectilinear frame and said 
first support member extends across said frame parallel to a first one of said structural 
members and said cover panel support bracket extends from said first support member to said 
first structural member. 



The partition panel of claim 54, wherein: 

said cover panel support bracket includes mounting features for attaching said cover 



The partition panel of claim 55, wherein: 

said mounting features comprise apertures and said cover member includes spring clips 
engageable with said apertures. 



-54- 



-55- 



member. 



-56- 
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-57- 

The partition panel of claim 53, wherein: 

said plurality of interconnected structural members define a rectilinear frame and said 
first support member extends across said frame parallel to a first one of said structural 
members and said partition panel further comprises a second repositionable support member 
extending across said frame parallel to said first structural member, said cover' panel support 
bracket extending from said first support member to said second support member. 

-58- 

The partition panel of claim 57, wherein: 

said first and second support members extend vertically and are horizontally 
repositionable and said cover panel support bracket extends horizontally between said support 
members. 

-59- 

The partition panel of claim 57, wherein: 

said first and second support members extend vertically and are vertically 
repositionable and said cover panel support bracket extends vertically between said support 
members. 

-60- 

The partition panel of claim 59, wherein: 

said cover panel support bracket includes mounting features for attaching said cover 
member. 

-61- 

The partition panel of claim 60, wherein: 

said mounting features comprise apertures and said cover member includes spring clips 
engageable with said apertures. 

-62- 

The partition panel of claim 59, wherein: 

said cover panel support bracket is repositionable at spaced horizontal positions on said 
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first and second support members. 



-63- 



The partition panel of claim 53, further comprising: 

a second appliance unit, said second appliance unit defining a portion of said second 
major exterior surface and wherein said panel interior is divisible by a centerline plane and 
comprises a first half located between said centerline plan and said first major exterior surface 
and a second half located between said centerline plane and said second major exterior surface 
and wherein each of said appliance units is configured to be disposed within only one of said 
panel interior halves whereby said appliance units are positionable directly opposite each 
other. 



The apparatus of claim 23. including a partition forming a support structure, and 
wherein the first and second support arms are supported on s ai d part i tion, 



-64- (New) 



